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FSBC, Bryant, gets ‘new’ church after renovation

BRYANT — “This building was
built in 1981, and it had not been
touched. It has been touched now,”
said Kirk Stewart, associate pastor
of First Southern Baptist Church,
Bryant, as he surveyed the church’s
sanctuary.
First Southern held a grand-re
opening for their recently renovated
sanctuary on June 2 with a special
service. The goal of the project was
to update and modernize the worn
worship center — and based on the
reactions of members and visitors
upon entering the new space — they
were more than successful.
Donnie Brawner, owner and
CEO of Paragon 360, the company
:gﬁgggﬁﬁ?sza {:H;Stchsu?grt]hg:igﬁ First Southern Baptist Church, Bryant's congregation worships in their newly renovated sanctuary June 2.
nally enlisted Paragon 360 to do First Southern’s top-to-bottom renovated and/or built numerous finishing and customization possible
some small upgrades to the existingenovation began in February andother Arkansas Baptist church facili with modern renovation methods,
sanctuary, believing it would eventutook only 12 weeks — not includ-ties in recent years, including Grandchurches are not giving up polish
ally need to be torn down and re-ing preproject planning — and costAvenue Baptist Church, Fort Smith; and function by choosing to reno
built due to its age and condition. under $1 million to complete. Second Baptist Church, Conway;vate rather than build.
Brawner, however, advised them to “In all honesty, $1 million in the First Baptist Church, Rogers; Cross “A lot of churches are at that
consider renovating instead, whichconstruction world anymore is just Church, Fayetteville; The Church atcrossroads. ... There are a lot of
would save the church both timenot that much money. For us to Pinnacle Hills (Cross Church), Rog-younger generation or unchurched
and money. get to where we are now with theers, and Northvale Baptist Church, people that feel uncomfortable in
“Basically the concept was, ‘Canamount of money we have spent, Harrison. the older 1970s to 1980s type spac-
we renovate this room without am very pleased,” said Stewart. Brawner said many churches ines,” said Brawner. “They feel like
spending a lot more money to go Based in Springfield, Mo., Para recent years have opted to renothe church of yesteryear. So a lot of
build something? ... And in the end,gon 360’s clients — the majority ofvate existing facilities as opposed tthem are coming to us, saying that
the church got renovated for aboutwhich are churches — are spreadbuilding new ones — primarily be they need to update their space if
an eighth of what it would have costthroughout the country. Apart from cause of cost savings. However, hbey are going to start reaching new
to build it,” said Brawner. First Southern, the company hasadded, because of the high qualitypeople.”




